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The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 was seen as a decisive event, heralding 
not so much the end of an era as the end of history. The triumph of 
liberalism in its neo-ordo-liberal version came hand in hand with an 
exceptional geopolitical situation: a unipolar world in which the authority 
of the United States was absolutely unchallenged.  

This context, it was argued, created the conditions for the advent of 
perpetual peace under capitalism, in which, among other things, the 
project of European integration, from the Mediterranean to the Urals, 
could come to full maturity. When Saddam Hussein's troops invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, the West, for the first time in history, not only 
overwhelmingly overpowered the Iraqi army, but did so in application of 
a unanimous decision in the UN Security Council. This seemed to rule 
out the very possibility of understanding society and international 
relations in any other way than as the West conceived them. A "new 
world order" (in the words of the then US president) was to emerge from 
the ashes of the Cold War. 

Almost thirty-five years later, we are aware that not only history has not 
come to an end, but that international relations have once again become 
multipolar in structure. US external action more often produces chaos 
than order. The interventions of the various US administrations, far from 
resolving conflicts, tend to exacerbate them. At the same time, the dream 
of a Europe européenne, capable of asserting itself as an independent and 
cosmopolitan force, has been shattered. Not only has the EU inflicted 
many self-imposed wounds on itself (the eccentric design of its currency 
and monetary policy, the obsession with balanced budgets, the acceptance 



of military subordination to the United States, energy dependence on 
Russia, trade dependence on China) but it has proved incapable of 
upholding its values, defending its interests and cultivating a strong 
common voice on the international stage. The conflicts in Ukraine and 
Gaza, fragments of the "big war" that is looming as a global proxy war, 
have shattered all our certainties and force us to rethink the world, 
international politics, law and economics. 

What we propose as the philosophy of international relations aims at 
clarifying the contribution that philosophy can make, in dialogue and 
confrontation with the other humanistic and social disciplines, to a new 
way of thinking about the world. In order to overcome the perplexity in 
which we find ourselves, we need to develop the concepts that will enable 
us to shed light on underlying trends and structural transformations. 
Social, demographic, environmental and technological changes have 
apparently transformed the world. In doing so, they have changed the 
very conditions of war and peace, of empire and self-determination, of 
independence and dependence and subordination. Similarly, it is also 
necessary to sharpen the normative standards by which to assess, and not 
merely describe, international relations. This requires a confrontation 
with the history of political ideas, in the knowledge of new dangers, 
challenges and possibilities, but also of the political constants in 
international relations. 

  



Schedule 

 

Thursday, January 18th 

12:30 Laila Yousef/Agustín J Menéndez: The philosophy of international relations. A 
modest manifesto 

12:45 Fréderic Ramel: Geo-Politics embedded in Evolution: Noosphere as a Moral 
Imaginary for our Common Future 

13:30 Cristina García: The stone guest in international law: war  

14:45 Lunch 

16:30 Costanza Margiotta: What is left of the right to self-determination? 

17:15 Bill Scheuerman: Uncivil Protest for an Uncivil Global Order? 

 

Friday, January 19th 

10:00 Cristina Basili: The Colonial Question. Simone Weil on Force and the Need of 
Roots 

10:45 Agustín J Menéndez: Anarchist international relations? What we can still learn 
from Proudhon’s Guerre et Paix 

12:00 Pausa 

12:15 Laila Yousef: The Decline of Europe in a world of Large Spaces: An 
Opportunity Missed 

13:00 José Luis Villacañas: Back to where it all started: Vitoria as interpreted by Carl 
Schmitt 

14:15 Lunch 

 

 

  



Short bio of the participants 

 

Cristina Basili is Assistant Professor at the Department of 
Philosophy and Society at the Complutense University of 
Madrid. She has been DAAD researcher at the University 
of Bonn and associate lecturer at the Pompeu Fabra 
University. She is the author of The Limits of the City: Leo 
Strauss's Hermeneutics and Plato's Republic and La 
memoria de los vencidos. History and Justice in the Thought 
of Simone Weil. Her field of research is the history of 

political thought, with a special focus on modern and contemporary philosophy and 
gender studies. 

Cristina García Pascual is Professor of Philosophy of Law 
in the Department of Philosophy of Law and Political 
Philosophy at the Universitat de València, as well as a 
researcher at the Institute of Human Rights. She has been 
a visiting researcher at the European University Institute 
and at the University of Münster. She is the author of 
Norma Mundi. The Struggle for International Law and The 
Good Jurist: Deontology of Law. Her research has mainly 
focused on the field of legal theory and legal philosophy, 
extending to the field of human rights and feminist legal 

theory. 

José A. García Sáez is a lecturer in the Department of 
Philosophy of Law and Politics at the Universitat de 
València, as well as a researcher at the Institut de Drets 
Humans and the Clínica Jurídica per la Justícia Social at the 
same university. He has been a full-time lecturer at the 
Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila, Mexico, and in the 
area of Philosophy of Law at the Universidad Autónoma de 
Madrid (2017-2018). He is the author of Kelsen vs 
Morgenthau: paz, política y derecho internacional (Centro de 
Estudios Políticos y Constitucionales, 2016) (Luis Díez del 

Corral Prize) and of Maquiavelos "senza virtù": a propósito de las realidades del 
realismo político. His main lines of research are the philosophy of international law, 
the history of international relations, and the problems related to the protection of 
human rights in the context of globalisation and legal education.  



Costanza Margiotta Broglio is full 
professor of Philosophy of Law and 
Theory of Law at the Department of 
Political Science, Law and 
International Studies of the University 
of Padova, as well as senior fellow at 
the Centre for International 
Governance and Dispute Resolution 
(King's College, London). She has 
been a research fellow at the European 

University Institute in Florence and at the Faculty of Law of Paris X. Her main works 
are L'ultimo diritto: Profili storici e teorici della secessione and La Cittadinanza Europea 
(both published by Il Mulino). She deals with legal theory, public international law, 
European citizenship and critical race theory. 

 

Agustín J. Menéndez Menéndez is associate professor in 
moral and political philosophy in the Department of 
Philosophy and Society at the Complutense University of 
Madrid and is one of the managing editors of European Law 
Open (Cambridge University Press). He has been a 
researcher at the Centre for European Studies at the 
University of Oslo (ARENA) and a lecturer at the University 
of León and the Autonomous University of Madrid. He is the 

author of Justifying Taxes and (with J E Fossum) The Constitution's Gift. His research 
interests include the philosophy and theory of European Union law, European 
citizenship and wicked legal systems. 

 

 Frédéric Ramel is a professor at the Centre for 
International Studies at Sciences Po (Paris). He 
has been a researcher at the University of Quebec 
and professor at the Jean Moulin University in 
Lyon and the Jean Monnet University (Paris XI). 
He was the founding scientific director of the 
Strategic Research Institute of the École Militaire 
(Paris) . He is the author of L'Attraction Mondiale 
and editor of Philosophie des Relations 
Internationales (now in its 3rd edition) and Manuel 
de Diplomatie. His research interests include 

armed conflicts and the politics of the United Nations. 



 

William E. Scheuerman is the James H Rudy 
Professor of Political Science at Indiana University 
Bloomington. Educated at Harvard and Yale 
Universities, he is the author of Between the Norm 
and the Exception: The Frankfurt School and the 
Rule of Law, Hans J Morgenthau: Realism and 
Beyond, The Realist Case for Global Reform, Civil 
Disobedience (recently translated into Spanish by 
Alianza Editorial), and The End of Law: Carl 
Schmitt in the Twenty First Century. His research 
interests extend to modern political thought, 

German political thought, democratic theory and international thought. 

 

 

José L. Villacañas Berlanga is Professor of the 
History of Philosophy at the Department of 
Philosophy and Society at the Complutense 
University of Madrid. He has been researcher at 
the University of Valencia and at the Spanish 
National Research Council (CSIC), lecturer at 
the University of Murcia and Director General 
Director of Books, Archives and Libraries of 
the Generalitat Valenciana. He is author, among 
many other works, of Power and Conflict: Essays 
on Carl Schmitt; Luis Vives; La Revolución 

Pasiva de Franco; Ortega y Gasset: A Spanish Philosophical Experience; and a 
monumental biography of Max Weber, in press. His lines of research cover German 
and Spanish philosophical thought. He is editor of the journal Res Publica. 

 

 



Laila Yousef Sandoval is a lecturer in the 
Department of Philosophy and Society at the 
Complutense University of Madrid. She has been a 
researcher at the Université Libre de Bruxelles and 
lecturer at Saint Louis University. She is the author 
of Westphalia in Carl Schmitt: Another Legend and 
of Fear, Contemporaneity and Friendship. Her lines 
of research include the philosophy of international 
relations, German and French philosophy, studies 
on violence, and the study of the role of the media. 

  


	Cristina Basili/Cristina García/Costanza Margiotta/Laila Yousef/
	José A García/Agustín J Menéndez/Frédéric Ramel/Bill Scheuerman/José L Villacañas

